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in free chamber music concerts and a
weeklong music festival at Laguna
Beach Live, or learn to sculpt from

contemporary Native American artists
at the beautiful sculpture garden, “The
Sanctuar y.”
The 76-year-old Laguna Art Museum

was born out of the city’s first gallery
and is hailed as the oldest art museum
in California. Museum artists
developed the world renowned

Pageant of the Masters, which takes
place every evening during the
summer months and culminates with
a gala benefit. Models pose as live
carbon copies of original classical and
contemporary art subjects in a 90
minute display of “Living pictures.”

The Pageant, which includes an
outdoor amphitheater , professional
orchestra, original score, and intricate
staging, has been acknowledged as the
best presentation of its kind.
The critically acclaimed Laguna

Playhouse, founded in 1920, has

grown to entertain more than 110,000
theatre goers yearly . Its artistic
excellence and audience popularity
have made it one of Southern
California’s most important nonprofit
theatre companies.  The Playhouse was
the career catalyst for Harrison Ford
who was “discovered” after his 1965

appearance in the production of
Stephen Vincent Benet’s John Brown’s
Body. Other famous alumni include
Toni Tennille and Barbara Eden.
Nestled in the romantic garden

setting of Laguna Canyon, the Art-A-
Fair Festival is an enjoyable place to

spend a summer day in the historic art
community of Laguna Beach. Since the
early 1930’s, people from around the
globe have come to see all varieties of
fine art displayed by Southern
California’s most accomplished artists.
Visitors are offered the opportunity to

view and acquire art directly from the
artist exhibitors and finalists in this
national juried competition.
The Sawdust Festival is presented each

summer in an
exotic outdoor
setting surrounded
by waterfalls and
c o m p l i m e n t e d

with live musical
en te r t a inment .
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
collectors and local
visitors are invited
by over 175 local
artists to cruise the

sawdust-covered
pathways that lead
to one-of-a-kind
artwork including
paintings, jewelry and sculptures.

Hotels & Dining
Accommodations in this ocean front

locale vary from the conventional to
the palatial.  Whether you long to be
pampered in the lap of luxury or you
want a place to hang your hat while
you stroll along the picturesque

beaches, true bliss awaits you in
Laguna’s many resorts.  Locals often
dine in the many superb hotel dining
rooms around town, making for
friendly introductions.

The Ritz Carlton Hotel
From its enviable vantage point high

atop rocky bluffs overlooking the
Pacific, the Ritz Carlton Hotel is
California’s only Mobil Five-Star and
AAA Five-Diamond resort, so honored
for its high levels of service and quality

accommodations.  Bask in the sun with
a glass of chardonnay by the palm-
lined pools or follow the resort’s
hidden walkways through intimate
courtyards.  Dinner guests can choose
French-Mediterranean cuisine in the
formal setting of the hotel’s Dining

Room or they can relax in the Terrace
Restaurant.

Hotel Laguna
Hotel Laguna epitomizes the true

“California Riviera.” This world

famous Hotel has seen many famous
travelers in its long heritage.  Situated

on its own private beach surrounded
by picturesque gardens and gazebos,
Hotel Laguna is the perfect place for a

wedding. Claes is just one of three
restaurants in the hotel with world-
class fare and wine selections.

Casa Laguna Inn
This boutique hotel terraced on a

hillside in Laguna Beach has estate-like
appeal with its tropical gardens and
flower splashed patios. The majestic
Palm Courtyard and ocean-view pool
deck highlights fountains and rare
Catalina tiles.  Another true touch of
classic Laguna Beach is the Bell Tower,

the perfect place to catch spectacular
sunsets over Catalina Island.
Regardless of where you go in this

beach town, a warm welcome awaits
you. Eiler Larsen, also known as
“Number One,” made his claim to
fame by walking the Pacific Coast

Highway and welcoming passing cars
with a wave.  His congenial personality
is captured in statues around town,
never to be forgotten.  The widespread
appeal of Laguna Beach is best
conveyed on the famous gate built in
1935, which still stands on the corner
of Forest and Park Avenues.  It reads:

“This gate hangs well and hinders
none, refresh and rest, then travel on.”

Laguna Beach Visitors Bureau: (800)
877-1115

CATALINA
ISLAND

12         California Tour and Travel Magazine California T our and Travel Magazine  13

Descanso Beach, Catalina Island

Catalina – California’s year round natural resort paradise

Only 22 miles from shore, Catalina

Island has lured travelers to this 76-
square mile paradise since the 1890’s.
William Wrigley, Jr. thrust this small
resort into the limelight when he
moved the Chicago Cubs baseball team
spring training to Catalina in 1929; and
then built the huge, circular Casino that
is still the island’s landmark building.

Not actually a casino, this structure has
been a national treasure since the early
days of radio broadcast from its
hallowed halls of swing, jazz and vocal
music during the Big Band era of the 30s
and 40s.

When arriving today via one-hour
boat trips or shorter trips by air,
Catalina still recalls those early days,
often with live music in Avalon near the
harbor. Shops, hotels and restaurants
offer many choices for travelers, as well
as glass bottom boat trips, safari tours

into the conservation areas  and
peaceful vacationing at one of many
resorts. Some 50 miles of trails and a
handful of campgrounds are enjoyed by
hikers. A nightime Flying Fish Boat Tour
allows passengers to watch winged fish
perform acrobatics. A free roaming
Bison herd still graze the lands where

the film, and stor y by Zane Grey,

Vanishing American , were created in
1925.
Ocean sports are one of the biggest

attractions, with diving, snorkeling,
kayaking, parasailing, submarine rides,
boating and fishing available in and
around the coves or further out in the
Pacific. Visitors find clear, sparkling water

at Avalon’s Lover’s Cove, just southeast of
the passenger boat dock. Children can
swim close to shore in shallow water.
Numerous rentals for water sports, biking
and golf carts are available to travel to
nearly any spot on the island.


